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§138.150

than the operator’s own historical rec-
ordkeeping purposes.

§138.150 Service of process.

(a) When executing the forms re-
quired by this subpart, each applicant,
certificant and guarantor must des-
ignate thereon a person located in the
United States as its agent for service of
process for purposes of this subpart and
for receipt of notices of responsible
party designations and presentations of
claims under the Acts (collectively re-
ferred to herein as ‘‘service of proc-
ess’’). Each designated agent must ac-
knowledge the agency designation in
writing unless the agent has already
furnished the Director, NPFC, with a
master (i.e., blanket) agency acknowl-
edgment showing that the agent has
agreed in advance to act as the United
States agent for service of process for
the applicant, certificant, or guarantor
in question.

(b) If any applicant, certificant, or
guarantor desires, for any reason, to
change any designated agent, the appli-
cant, certificant, or guarantor must
notify the Director, NPFC, of the
change. If a master agency acknowl-
edgment for the new agent is not on
file with NPFC, the applicant,
certificant, or guarantor must furnish
to the Director, NPFC, all the relevant
information, including the new agent’s
acknowledgment, required in accord-
ance with paragraph (a) of this section.
In the event of death, disability, un-
availability, or similar event of a des-
ignated agent, the applicant,
certificant, or guarantor must des-
ignate another agent in accordance
with paragraph (a) of this section with-
in 10 days of knowledge of any such
event. The applicant, certificant, or
guarantor must submit the new des-
ignation to the Director, NPFC. The
Director, NPFC, may deny or revoke a
Certificate if an applicant, certificant,
or guarantor fails to designate and
maintain an agent for service of proc-
ess.

(c) If a designated agent cannot be
served because of death, disability, un-
availability, or similar event, and an-
other agent has not been designated
under this section, then service of proc-
ess on the Director, NPFC, will con-
stitute valid service of process. Service
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of process on the Director, NPFC, will
not be effective unless the server—

(1) Sends the applicant, certificant,
or guarantor, as applicable (by reg-
istered mail, at the last known address
on file with the Director, NPFC), a
copy of each document served on the
Director, NPFC; and

(2) Attests to this registered mailing,
at the time process is served upon the
Director, NPFC, indicating that the in-
tent of the mailing is to effect service
of process on the applicant, certificant,
or guarantor and that service on the
designated agent is not possible, stat-
ing the reason why.

Subpart B—OPA 90 Limits of Liabil-
ity (Vessels and Deepwater
Ports)

SOURCE: USCG-2008-0007, 74 FR 31368, July
1, 2009, unless otherwise noted.

§138.200 Scope.

This subpart sets forth the limits of
liability for vessels and deepwater
ports under Title I of the Oil Pollution
Act of 1990, as amended (33 U.S.C. 2701,
et seq.) (OPA 90), as adjusted under Sec-
tion 1004(d) of OPA 90 (33 U.S.C.
2704(d)). This subpart also sets forth
the method for adjusting the limits of
liability by regulation for inflation
under Section 1004(d) of OPA 90 (33
U.S.C. 2704(d)).

§138.210 Applicability.

This subpart applies to you if you are
a responsible party for a vessel as de-
fined under Section 1001(37) of OPA 90
(33 U.S.C. 2701(37)) or a deepwater port
as defined under Section 1001(6) of OPA
90 (33 U.S.C. 2701(6)), unless your OPA
90 liability is unlimited under Section
1004(c) of OPA 90 (33 U.S.C. 2704(c)).

§138.220 Definitions.

(a) As used in this subpart, the fol-
lowing terms have the meaning as set
forth in Section 1001 of OPA 90 (33
U.S.C. 2701): deepwater port, gross ton, li-
ability, oil, responsible party, tank vessel,
and vessel.

(b) As used in this subpart—

Annual CPI-U means the annual
“Consumer Price Index—All Urban
Consumers, Not Seasonally Adjusted,
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